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B.L.E.S.S.
Sermon Series
SEPTEMBER 12:
Beyond Random Acts
SEPTEMBER 19:
Prayer Changes Things
SEPTEMBER 26:
Listening = Loving
OCTOBER 3:
The Power of the Table
OCTOBER 10:
Acting in Love
OCTOBER 17:
God’s Continuing Story

B.L.E.S.S Adult Small Group Study
Join us as we study the book BLESS: 5 Everyday Ways to
Love Your Neighbor and Change the World in a small
group setting and explore the idea of being a better disciple
through loving our neighbors.
There are several adult small group opportunities available.
To join a group, please visit fumcdothan.org/bless or email
ryan@fumcdothan.org.
Wednesdays:
5:30 pm Groups: Rev. Sean Peters, RM 154
Larry Williams/Mark Saliba, RM 155
Jessica Robinson, RM 158

6:00 pm Group:

Scott Helms/Eddy Keel, RM 165

Thursdays:
10:30 am Group: Lindsay Roth, RM 230

Fall Programming Starts Sept. 15!
Children BLAST Time, Tweens S.W.A.G.,
Youth Breakfast & Bible Study, and Adult Small Groups

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sundays, 10:00-10:45 am
Sunday School is available for all
ages, children, tweens, youth, and
adults. We would love for you to join
one of our classes.

CHILDREN
BLAST TIME BEGINS SEPT. 15
We will have three times for the
same program; so, you can choose
what works best for your family!
Sundays
1st-4th grade only
 5:00-6:00 pm
Wednesdays
4P-4th grade
 3:30-4:30 pm
 5:30-6:30 pm

Click to Sign Up

TWEENS
Beginning September 15, our Tween
programming will return with a new
name: SWAG – Saved With
Amazing Grace!
There will be 3 opportunities (same
program, different times) to choose
from each week as we draw closer to
Christ.
Sundays
 5:00-6:00 pm
Wednesdays
 3:30-4:30 pm
 5:30-6:30 pm

Click to Sign Up

YOUTH
Sundays
 Bible Study 6:00-7:00 pm
Tuesdays
 Breakfast 7:00-7:30 am
Wednesdays
 Small Groups 6:00-7:00 pm

RESPITE CARE MINISTRY

MUSIC

RESPITE VOLUNTEER &
CAREGIVER TRAINING

CHOIR REHEARSAL
NEW TIMES!

Wednesdays, Sept. 15, 22, 29
10:00 am-12:00 noon
Room 157

Wednesdays, 6:00-7:30 pm

Positive Approach to Care Respite
New Volunteer and Caregiver
Training. Current Volunteers are
welcome to attend (but not required)
for continuing education and to brush
up on your skills. Cost is free.
Please email
margaret@fumcdothan.org to
register.
MEAL DELIVERY
Thursday, September 23
4:45 pm
Respite has taken a brief “Pause” but
caregiver support has not!
We will be delivering a BBQ meal
with all the fixins to our caregivers
on Thursday September 23rd at 4:45!
Please email judi@fumcdothan.org to
sign up for delivery or to sponsor a
meal. Meals are $25.
RESPITE CAREGIVER
SUPPORT GROUP
3rd Thursday of Each Month
10:00 am
In Person and on Zoom
Email katie@fumcdothan.org for
more information and Zoom link.

We will start working on Christmas
music on September 15th from 6:00
to 6:30 with regular choir and
seasonal singers. Regular choir will
rehearse Sunday anthems from 6:30
to 7:30.
If you are a seasonal singer and/or
would like to sing with the choir on
our Christmas program, please join
us starting September 15.
music@fumcdothan.org

JOYS & CONCERNS
Our Sympathy to:
~ John Flowers Jr. and family due to
the death of his wife, Pat, who died
September 2.
~ Susan and Pervis Hester and family
due to the death of Susan’s
mother, Juanita Duck, who died
August 30.
~ Mary Jane McArthur and family due
to the death of her brother, Ed
Mann, who died August 17.
~ Bob and Cathy Cleveland and
family due to the death of Bob’s
mother, Mary Alice Cleveland, who
died September 4.
~ Sally Creel and family due to the
death of her husband, Cleve Creel,
who died September 6.
In the Hospital:
~ Frances Bailey
~ Moose Spears
Congratulations:
~ John and Terri Turner who are
announcing the birth of a
granddaughter, Harper Laine
Sinyard, born August 15. Parents
are Jordan and Jason Sinyard.
This week we are especially praying
for the ways our church family is
reaching out through our BLESS
studies, open to all.

MEMORIALS

HONORARIUMS

Carolyn Hughes
Jane Williams
Bobby Sirmon
Pathfinder's Sunday School Class
Dothan High Class of 1967
Rosemary & Eddie Andrews
Rusty & Anna Carbine
Jim & Ann Ellis
Dot Harrod Family
Pat Hulgan
Gary & Susan Kirkland
David & Nancy McClung

Nancy & Charlie McDaniel
Phil & Jan Shelley
Sheila & Moose Spears
Johnny Stallings
Barbara & Mike Thomas
Jane Williams
Wiley Sprayberry
Mark & Mitzi Chambers
Jim & Ann Ellis
Pat Hulgan

Gary McGowan
The Sirmon Family
David Payne
The Sirmon Family

IMPORTANT WEDNESDAY NIGHT SUPPER UPDATE:
In light of the increase in COVID-19 cases and deaths in the Wiregrass area, our
COVID-19 Advisory Team, Dothan physicians, and church staff feel that it is in the
best interest of our church family and community that we wait until the risk lowers
in our area before we resume our Wednesday night fellowship suppers. We all hate
this delay as much as you. We know that fellowshipping with other believers while
sharing a meal is an important part of your life, and we will continue to evaluate the
return of these meals as we meet in our small groups and pray for those in our
community who are hurting, weary, and grieving. Please look for future updates on
this in our newsletter, website, and social media.

The Sanctuary Worship Team
NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
Ushers
(contact Sam Vann at 701-2222)


Altar Guild
(contact Denise Hawke at 685-7349)


Flower Guild
(contact Leanne Todd at 618-2662)

Contact leeanne@fumcdothan.org for details

But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your faith and love and
reported that you always remember us kindly and long to see us, as we long to see you—for this reason, brothers, in
all our distress and affliction we have been comforted about you through your faith. For now we live, if you are
standing fast in the Lord. For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your
sake before our God, as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is
lacking in your faith?
Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, and may the Lord make you
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts
blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
1 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Lots of my friends are clergy. I suppose that’s a good thing, especially since Covid has hit. It’s nice to talk to friends
who are in the same boat. People who are clergy genuinely want to love God and love neighbor. We want to be in
relationship with our congregations and our wider communities. And during Covid, we have adapted all parts of our
lives to do this safely and with great compassion. Some of the things that we have done worked, and somethings we
tried fell flat.
It is in those bonds of friendship and camaraderie that we clergy tell our Covid war stories to one another. We talk
about how much we grieve the loss of normalcy and how much we have relied on prayer and the movement of the
Spirit. We talk about our desire not to please our congregations but to be in meaningful ministry that continues
moving our congregations forward in faith. We talk about our own deep sadness in losing members who are
frustrated with Covid response decisions as well as our deep hope for creative ministries to breakthrough and reach
new people with the love of Christ. And we talk about how much we miss each one of you. Each. One.
Perhaps that’s why I’ve been drawn to First Thessalonians this week. In this letter, Paul writes about how much he
misses being with that group of Christians. After Timothy visits them and reports that the people in that faith
community are growing in faith and love, well you can almost feel Paul’s joy leap off the page! The faith that Paul
nurtured there is blossoming, as he continues to pray that they may see each other face to face and supply what is
lacking in their faith.
Dear friends, it is a strange thing to begin ministry among you during Covid. There are many of you that I have not
seen face-to-face. Indeed, I am thankful that you stay safe and protected as we grow in faith, even while we might
be physically apart. I long to go visit you in your homes. I long to fast forward so that our relationships have passed
the awkward beginning stage. But I rejoice like Paul as I hear of the ministries and love that you share because of
your faith in Christ, even when we are not gathered together.
I hope you’ll take time this week to read a little bit of Paul’s reflections in First Thessalonians. It just might hit you
where you are. Longing to be together, rejoicing in the faith that we have, and assured that Christ will come and
reign over it all… that is who we are. May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts and cover our world.
Yours,
Robin

