connections
REACHING OUT...IT’S WHO WE ARE!

First United Methodist Church of Dothan
Dr. James B. Sanders lll, Senior Pastor | February 18, 2021

I’ve been reading The Upper Room Daily Devotional Guide since 1977 (that’s before I joined The UMC). I’ve always
liked the fact that each day’s devotion included some scripture, a prayer, and a good word from a Christian living
somewhere in the world. I’m glad our church offers The Upper Room to all who want one.
Since 1991, I have kept a special Upper Room devotional written by C. Ed Bryson. It’s based on II Samuel 6:14:
“David danced before the Lord with all his might.”
“We had been searching for whales off the coast of New England all afternoon, and it was
time to head for the dock. Disappointed and suddenly tired, I found a seat on the deck and
watched the boat plow through the level seas. I was startled when the loudspeaker cracked
to life. ‘Look! Off to the left. WHALES!’ The biologist couldn’t contain his excitement. We all
rushed to the rails and strained to see into the distance.
There on the horizon danced three whales, leaping, rolling and flapping their tails and fins
against the water’s silvery surface. What an incredible display of power!
‘It’s not known why they behave this way,’ responded the biologist to our wondering as one
mammoth whale erupted in slow motion through the water’s surface. ‘It’s thought that
perhaps they’re just playing.’
Those playful whales remind me that God delights in our dance, play, and celebration as
much as in our work. In fact, as with King David, such celebration can even be worship.
When did you last do something just for fun? Why not go before God today prepared to play
in the sea of grace?”
During this season of Lent, vaccinations and Covid-19, may God grant all of us the ability to have fun, to frolic, to
enjoy life, to dance with God and to play!
Thank you for your positive response to our Disciple Like Jesus Groups. Please pray for Jack, Lynn, and I as we begin
our “MORE: Life as Jesus Intended” sermon series on Sunday.
I look forward to taking giant steps forward with you in our growth as Disciples.

Jim
(jim@fumcdothan.org & 333-2995)

CHILDREN
B.L.A.S.T Time
SUN. 5:00-6:00
OR
WED. 3:30-4:30

SIGN UP

TWEENS
Tweens Time for God
SUN. 5:00-6:00
OR
WED. 3:30-4:30

SIGN UP

Confirmation Class
SUN. 6:00-6:45

YOUTH
Youth Small Groups
WED. 6:00-6:45

Youth Bible Study
SUN. 6:00-6:45

SUNDAY SCHOOL
SUN. 9:45-10:30
Classes available for all ages, but
not all adult classes are resuming
in-person gatherings at this time.

RESPITE MINISTRY
CAREGIVER LUNCH
DELIVERY
February 25,11:15 am
Email katie@fumcdothan.org to
sponsor a meal ($25 meal for two),
deliver a meal, or order a meal for
yourself.

JOYS AND CONCERNS
Our Sympathy to:
~ Pervis and Susan Hester and
family due to the death of Pervis’
sister, Rita M. Hester, who died
Feb. 8.
~ Billy and Suzanne Woods and
family due to the death of Billy’s
brother-in-law, Don McLendon,
who died Feb. 7.
In the Hospital:
~ Gloria Weeks (Southeast Health)
~ Martha Wilson (Flowers)
~ Claire Northcutt (Flowers)
Released from the Hospital:
~ Jane Adkinson
Congratulations:
~ Happy Birthday to Tag Hogue who
celebrated her 93rd birthday on
Feb. 8.
~ Happy Birthday to Ann DeYoung
who celebrated her 94th birthday
on Feb.8.
~ Claire and Glenn Paul Northcutt
are announcing the birth of their
son, Hudson Wells Northcutt, born
Feb. 11. Grandparents are Chris &
Clyde Wells and Sally & Glenn
Northcutt. Great Grandmother is
Carolyn Wells.
This week we are especially
praying for the ways our
church family is reaching out
through our Ashes to Go as we
offer a way to witness Christ
and remember our need for
God during the work or school
day.

MEMORIALS
Barbara Crook
Dr. & Mrs. Dan Denney
Martha Dean
Minna Appleby
Rev. Dr. Jerry Dooling
Minna Appleby
Dr. & Mrs. Dan Denney
Alan & Susan Livingston
Juleann Torrence
Jane Williams
Chuck Dunseth
Minna Appleby
Herb & Toye Gannon
John Hudgens
Minna Appleby
Cheryl & Watkins Crockett
Dr. & Mrs. Dan Denney
Herb & Toye Gannon
Dottie Johnson
Alan & Susan Livingston
Jane Williams
Alice Kieran
Dr. & Mrs. Dan Denney
Alan & Susan Livingston
Carlos Lee
Dottie Johnson
Susan Morrison
Jane Williams
Edna Rudd
Jane Williams
Ann Gillis Stutts
Minna Appleby
Jim Wheeler
Bo & Hope Boyd
Effie & Ty Thompson

How will you
invest your
worship this
season of
Lent?

FUMC is Feeding 1,500 Frontline Workers
and We Could Use Your Help!
On March 2nd and 6th, we will be feeding employees
at Flowers Hospital (2nd) and Southeast Health (6th)
to show hospitality and appreciation for their hard
work during the COVID-19 pandemic.
This outreach will cost $11,000, with each meal
costing $7.30. The Missions Committee has challenged
us to raise $5,500, and they will provide the remaining
$5,500. Can you help us reach this goal? Maybe you'd
like to provide a meal for a certain number of
employees, or a certain dollar amount.
If you are able to join us in serving lunch on one of
these days, we would love for you to sign up to serve
with us! Click the links below to sign up!

Join us as we say "thank you!"
Give Online
Serve at Southeast Health
Serve at Flowers Hospital

Looking to DIVE DEEPER in your
personal devotional time with God?
Following our “Life of Worship” study this week, Lynn Nesbitt
will present us with several ways to have a devotional time
studying scripture, praying, and connecting with God daily.
Her presentation will be available by video this Sunday,
February 21, at 12:00 noon. She will also lead a follow-up
discussion on Zoom next Wednesday, February 24 at 6:00 pm.

CLICK HERE to sign up to view the video
and join the Zoom group.
We hope you'll join us as we dive deeper into a life of
WORSHIP!

During Ashes to Go, we handed out 163
sackcloth crosses. We also had 54 people join
us for evening worship in the sanctuary,
plus those of you who joined us from home.
Thank you to everyone involved
with creating the crosses for this special day.

Click to watch if you missed our Ash Wednesday Evening Service!

