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This has been a crazy time in our country and in our church. Though we have not been able to meet in person, we
have been able to stay in touch in various ways. One I am sure most of you know about is our online presence or our
live streaming. Most of us have had to do many things we never anticipated during Covid, like learning some new
technical skills. And, you might be thankful in the long run that you learned them.
I am, in many ways, one of those people. I am thankful that I had some great experience with live stream
equipment and live stream teams before I came to FUMC because my job has shifted from doing mostly music to
mostly technical stuff. This is a reality many people are facing.
Several years ago, FUMC invested in live stream equipment for the Sanctuary, and I am thankful. This gave our
members the opportunity to watch our service from wherever they choose. This was only done via our website.
In the last 6 months at FUMC, we have updated our current live stream equipment in the Sanctuary, and we have
purchased new equipment so that we can now live stream our contemporary service, The Bridge. We have also gone
from broadcasting only on our website, to reaching out on social media through Facebook and YouTube. You can now
go to our website or our Facebook and YouTube pages to find us worshiping online. It is because of much generosity
that we are able to have this online presence. Thank you to all who have helped make this happen.
I titled this article “Online Is A Reality” because it is true! We have had to adapt to the reality that the church is not
a building, but it’s people. We have had to Reach Out in a very different way. This new venture for us to “Make
Disciples For Jesus Christ For The Transformation Of The World” is a reality, and we have a culture that desperately
needs to hear it. During this time of not being physically together, we have had to adapt to being an online
community. I know it’s weird, but it is here to stay. As we now reach out to the world through social media, I pray
that you will be able to share with your friends about what is happening here.
From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will
ask all the more. ~ Luke 12:48b
Blessings,

Mike Thomas
mike.thomas@fumcdothan.org
334-793-3555 ext. 229
We need help! We need people who want to use their ambition, talent and abilities for our online presence. We need
camera, computer, and sound techs every week. If you have a desire to join us, please let me know.

CHILDREN
Whatever back to school looks like
for you, here is a wonderful prayer
to learn and say each day before
the school day begins.
Dear Lord,
Use my eyes to see new friends.
Open my ears to hear my teacher.
Open my mind to learn new things.
Let my heart remember YOU are
near when I am afraid. Help me to
love others like YOU do. I will shine
YOUR light so bright in my
school. Amen
Follow us on Instagram
@fumc_childrens_ministry
Follow us on Facebook
@FUMC Dothan Children’s Ministry

TWEENS
Twinkies are amazing. They taste
good, they’re light and fluffy, and
have a delicious creamy vanilla
frosting center. If you didn’t know
Twinkies existed, how would you
have heard about Twinkies?
Perhaps one day you were hanging
out with a friend and they began to
tell you about how good Twinkies
are. After hearing your friend
describe a Twinkie, you’d want to
head to the nearest store and try
one out for yourself; your desire to
eat a Twinkie will grow. That’s a lot
like how our faith in God grows. As
we begin to hear about God and His
goodness, we want to know more
about Him, and our faith grows.
What would make you believe that
Twinkies are good? It would be a
matter of trust in your friend and
then actually trying it for yourself.
That’s a lot like how faith works.
Faith is taking God at His word and
having a relationship with Him.
Know that God is GOOD and
Twinkies are yummy!

The fundamental fact of existence is
that this trust in God, this faith, is
the firm foundation under
everything that makes life worth
living. – Hebrews 11:1
Follow Tweens on Instagram
@Tweensfumcdothan
Follow Tweens on Facebook
@FUMC Dothan Tween Ministry

YOUTH
Weekly Updates
Check our social media for weekly
updates, devotionals, and to see
what we’re doing.
Zoom Break
We are going on a Zoom break until
Aug 19th when we get to welcome
our new director, Robbie Amunds.
Join our Youth Remind: text
@fumc19-20 to 81010
Follow Youth on Instagram
@fumcdothanyouth
Follow us on Facebook

@FUMC Dothan UMYF

RESPITE CARE MINISTRY
Caregiver Zoom Support Group
Thursdays at 10:30
If you know a caregiver that needs
support, even if they live far away,
email katie@fumcdothan.org for
Zoom info. We would LOVE for
anyone to join us!
~ Katie

FINANCE
Step-To Generosity Goals
Total Giving in July
$ 140,904
Total Giving YTD through July
$ 1,371,012
Anticipated Giving YTD
$ 1,563,560

JOYS AND CONCERNS
Our Sympathy to:
~ Bunk and Bronwyn Hanahan and
family due to the death of
Bronwyn’s father, David Tolleson,
who died July 31.
In the Hospital:
~ Clayton Jordan
~ Webb Reyner
~ Evelyn Theune
Congratulations to:
~ Happy Birthday to Bill Hause who
celebrated his 99th birthday on
August 5.
~ Mason and Mackenzie Crutchfield
on the birth of a girl, Cory Hayes
Crutchfield, born August 5.
Grandparents are David and Sonia
Crutchfield.
~ Woods and Brianna Lisenby on
the birth of a son, Bradshaw Woods
Lisenby, born August 7.
Grandparents are Ronny and Tonjia
Lisenby.
This week we are especially praying
for the ways our church family is
reaching out through our support of
Lacy Vollmuth, who trains young
people in missions across the world.

BAPTISM
Rhett Hassell Sanders was baptized
in the Sanctuary service on Sunday,
August 9. Pictured with Rhett are
his parents, Joe and Senthy
Sanders; sister, Mary Daniel; and
brother, Manning.

MEMORIALS
Randy Barnes
Carol Ethridge
Elton Battles
Sheila Spears
Dr. Jim Dees
Mr & Mrs. Arthur Daniels
McDavid Flowers, Sr.
Hayne & Cindy Hollis
Rose Isaac Hall
Bob & Martha Cooper
Bo & Martha Thagard

HONORARIUM
Gerald Hudson
Bob & Martha Cooper
Sue Northcutt McCrory
Mary Saxon Adams
Hayne & Cindy Hollis
Sarah Shepard
Bo & Martha Thagard
Ruth Seymore
Gloria Sorrells
R.V. Seymore, Jr.
Gloria Sorrells

Earl Kelley
Tweens & Youth of FUMC

We have great gift items at great
prices! Special items made with
loving hands such as bath salts,
note cards with original artwork
from our participants, hand
painted crosses, inspirational
signs and great caregiver gift
books.
Email katie@fumcdothan.org to
have your items bagged and
ready for pick up.

Baked Blessings is a ministry of frozen food
(soups, casseroles ready to cook, a few desserts)
housed in our parlor kitchen. When we know of a
need--such as recent hospitalization--we pull
appropriate items and deliver to the member’s
house. We have the containers at church,
including 12 ounce containers for soup and small
foil containers with lids for casseroles. You can
donate a whole batch, or keep a few soup
containers and fill one each time you make a
batch for your family.
Want to Know More?
Contact Lynn Nesbitt at
lynn@fumcdothan.org or
call the church at 793-3555

Boy Scout Troop 38
Colton Ash, Eagle Scout Project
FUMC sponsors Boy
Scout Troop 38 and
provides a space for
troop meetings.
Colton Ash recently
finished his Eagle
Scout Project,
installing a drop box
for American flags
that need to be
retired at 1203 West
Newton Street, and
had this to say: “I
wanted to thank you
for allowing me to put
the box on church
property. Also, I
wanted to say that
Mr. Ryan Deaton was
a great help.”
Please bring any flags
needing proper retirement to this box!

