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 REACHING OUT...IT’S WHO WE ARE! 

First United Methodist Church of Dothan 
Dr. James B. Sanders lll, Senior Pastor | January 28, 2021 

Not too many years ago, I read an article referenced by Dr. George Mathison entitled, “The Diary of A Bible.” 
The article helped me seriously reflect upon the place the Bible has in my life and home. It may do the same 
for you! 

“A Bible kept a Diary once from January 15 until September 18 and its experience may be the same 
that has come to your Bible or mine. The diary reads as follows: 

Jan. 15 Been resting quietly for a week. The first few nights after the first of the year my owner 
read me regularly, but now I’ve been forgotten. 

Feb. 8 Owner used me for a short time after dinner, looking up a few references. Went to 
Sunday School. 

March 7  Cleaned up, dusted, and in my old place again. Have been down in the lower hall since 
my trip to Sunday School. 

April 12 Busy day: owner led League meeting and had to look up references. He had  
an awful time finding one, though it was right in its place all the time. 

May 5 In Grandma’s lap all afternoon. She is here to visit. She let a tear drop fall on  
Colossians 2:5-7. 

May 7,8,9 In Grandma’s lap every afternoon now. It’s a comfortable spot. Sometimes she reads 
to me and sometimes she talks to me. 

May 10 Grandma gone. Back in my old place. She kissed me goodbye. 
June 3 Had a couple of four-leafed clovers stuck in me today. 
July 1 Packed in a trunk with clothes and other things. Off on a vacation, I guess. 
July 10 Still in the trunk, though nearly everything else has been taken out. 
July 15 Home again and in my old place. Quite a journey, though I do not see why I went. 
Aug. 1 Rather stuffy and hot. Have two magazines, a novel, and an old hat on top of me. 

Wish they would take them off. 
Sept. 5 Cleaned up. Dusted and set right again. 
Sept. 10 Used by Mary a few moments. She was writing a letter to a friend whose brother 

had died, and wanted an appropriate verse. 
Sept. 13 Cleaned up again. 

P.S. And God only knows what next. Now read your Bible. Look up Joshua 1:8 – War Cry.” 

Being a disciple of Jesus entails many life-giving disciplines, including the reading, sharing, studying, and 
obeying of the scriptures. Let’s make 2021 a year in which our Bibles have plenty of good things to include in 
their diaries. 

I look forward to growing in Christ with you! 
Jim 
(jim@fumcdothan.org & 333-2995) 

mailto:jim@fumcdothan.org


B.L.A.S.T Time 
 

SUN. 5:00-6:00 
OR 

WED. 3:30-4:30 
 

SIGN UP 
 

Scroll Down for   
B.L.A.S.T Photos 

 

 
Tweens Time for God 

 

SUN. 5:00-6:00 
OR 

WED. 3:30-4:30 
 

SIGN UP 
 

Confirmation Class 
 

SUN. 6:00-6:45 
 

 
Youth Small Groups 

 

WED. 6:00-6:45 
 

Youth Bible Study 
 

SUN. 6:00-6:45 
 

 
Adult Sunday School 

 

SUN. 9:45-10:30 
 

Classes available for all ages, but 
not all adult classes are resuming  
in-person gatherings at this time.  

 

Two-Week Zoom Study 
“The Bible With  

and Without Jesus” 
 

FEB 2, Tuesday, 7:30pm 
 

Two week Zoom study led by Rev. 
Lynn Smilie Nesbitt and Rabbi 
Lynne Goldsmith. 
 

 
Our Sympathy to: 
~ Krista Herring and family due to 

the death of her father, Mr. Bill 
Hause, who died January 15. 

 

~ Frank and Cathy Gaines and 
family due to the death of their 
daughter, Carrie Gaines Harville, 
who died January 19. 

 

In the Hospital 
~ Anna Singletary (Flowers) 
 

This week we are especially praying 
for the ways our church family is 
reaching out through our Meals on 
Wheels Ministry as we provide 
nourishment for the homebound. 

Warren Brown 
Nagel & John Byrd 

Martha Dean 
Jim & Ann Ellis 

Rev. Dr. Jerry Dooling 
Jim & Ann Ellis 
Arliene Swallows 
Bill & Vivian Veale 

Joe Dunlap 
Jim & Ann Ellis 
Justine Fry 

Chuck Dunseth 
Eagle Aviation, Inc.  
Grace & Joel Barr 
Nagel & John Byrd 
Jim & Ann Ellis 
Bayne & Juanita Heersink 
Nancy Jones 
Donna Igleheart &  
Barbara Miklavcic 
Gene & Pat Watson 

Mary Flowers 
William & Mitzi Watson 

Murphy Flowers 
William & Mitzi Watson 

Billie Sue Ford 
Howard & Mary Ann Rich 

Jeanette Holmes 
Nagel & John Byrd 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Hudgens 

Nagel & John Byrd 
Jim & Ann Ellis 
Mr. & Mrs. Tipton Massey 
Gloria Sorrells 
Tom & Lisa Swain 
Bill & Vivian Veale 
Mr. & Mrs. Otto Voellinger 
William & Mitzi Watson 

Alice Kieran 
Jim & Ann Ellis 
Liz Smyth 

Margaret Kramer 
Lisa & Gary McGowan 

Bill Lee 
Nagel & John Byrd 

Mac Palmer 
Jim & Ann Ellis 

Wayland Troy Simms 
Nagel & John Byrd 

Lester Trotter 
Nagel & John Byrd 

Jim Wheeler, Jr. 
Jim & Ann Ellis 
 

 
Rev. Mary Noble Parrish 

Edna Luna 

CHILDREN 

TWEENS 

YOUTH 

ADULTS 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

MEMORIALS 

HONORARIUM 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4FA4AD22A6FBC25-blast?fbclid=IwAR0yq1V_827-6uFkIHAcH7qtDfvjplLplBqKLE3OxzZMW9dHDkiFuM3spZM
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f48acaf2fa3f58-fumc1
https://www.fumcdothan.org/join-our-team/


Suggestions for Strengthening Your Devotional Time 
 

 Journaling: Many people keep a journal of what God is revealing 

through their times of devotion/reflection. The SOAP model is one way 
of doing this. This journal is also a good place to record prayer requests 
and answers. 
 

 Praying Through Your Calendar: Some people find it helpful, 
especially when beginning the day with a devotional time, to pray 
through their calendar. As they consider the activities of the day, the 
people with whom they will interact, and the challenges they will face, 
this becomes a time to place all of those things before the throne of 
God. 
 

 Examen: For those ending the day with a devotional time, a helpful 
practice is the prayer examen-considering the activities of the day (e.g. 
imagine watching a video of your day) and developing an awareness of 
how God was present throughout the day. This aspect is called the 
Examen of Consciousness and includes a reflection on how we have 
responded to God. A second aspect is the Examen of Consciousness in 
which we uncover our needs for cleansing, forgiveness, and healing. 

https://www.fumcdothan.org/ministries/adult-discipleship/disciple-like-jesus-groups/
www.fumcdothan.org/rds
https://www.fumcdothan.org/more/
mailto:lynn@fumcdothan.org
mailto:alecia@fumcdothan.org


We need your help with a special event benefiting The Harbor! 

 

On Palm Sunday, we’ll be assembling personal hygiene kits, a 

And we’d love to begin gathering hygiene products now! 

 

Visit fumcdothan.org (or click here) for a list of items we need donated. 

http://fumcdothan.org/donations-needed

