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I am happy to announce a target date for the resumption 
of large, in-person gatherings at our church facilities. 
When I say “large, in-person gatherings,” I am referring 
to gatherings (including worship services) of more than 
twelve people at both FUMC and The Harbor. Our facilities 
at The Harbor will open for large, in-person gatherings 
the morning of October 3rd and our facilities on West Main 
Street will open for large, in-person gatherings on 
October 4th.     

We are indebted to those on our servant teams and 
church staff who have made this possible. They have 
been and are presently doing fantastic ministry!  

I have already been asked if this is a permanent decision. 
Certainly not! It is a target date and a work in progress. 
Since mid-March, our leadership team has been 
examining COVID-19 data from AL, GA, FL and Houston 
County on a daily basis. We will continue to monitor this 
data daily and respond in the most responsible and safest 
ways possible in the future.   

On October 4th, FUMC will resume in-person worship at 
the 8:55 Bridge and 8:55 Sanctuary Services. In-person 
Sunday School will begin again at a later date.    

If you have health concerns about being in a room with a 
large group of people for a 40-45 minute service, if you 
have been exposed to someone who has recently tested 
positive for COVID-19, if you have had a fever in the last 
36 hours or are not feeling well, I encourage you to 
worship by means of live stream or YouTube. If you feel 
“at risk” in any fashion, please worship with us from 
home. Your safety and the safety of others are 
paramount.  

Here are a few things you will find helpful to know 
about our in-person worship services:  

~ Reservations will be required to be present at any in-
person worship service as there will be assigned 
seating. Each week, registration is open from 8:00am 
on Monday through 11:00am on Thursday for the 
following Sunday’s service. Reservations for both 
services can be made by calling the church office  
(793-3555), by emailing Paula Harrison 
(paula@fumcdothan.org), or by visiting 

fumcdothan.org/worship-registration.  
~ All who worship will be asked to maintain a social 

distance of at least six feet. Families may sit together. 

~ Everyone will enter through the W. Main Street doors 
of our worship spaces. 

~ Before entering the facilities, everyone will go through 
registration, wear a mask, and have his or her 
temperature taken. I strongly suggest arriving earlier 
than normal in order to go through registration.  

~ Masks will be worn throughout the entire worship 
service by our adults and children. 

~ Food, snacks, and drinks will not be available. 

~ The congregation will not be singing during the service. 

~ Children will remain in the worship service and no 
childcare will be provided. 

~ Specific bathrooms will be open for use, but will only 
be cleaned periodically. 

~ Everyone who participates will need to be flexible, 
prayed up, and ready to worship! 

I’m excited! Psalm 122:1 states: “When they said, ‘Let’s 
go to the house of the Lord,’ my heart leaped for joy.” I 
look forward to worshiping in-person with you and your 
invited guests in October.   

Thank you for your prayers in this new adventure and 
thank you for the joy of serving Christ in the world with 
you! 

Jim 
jim@fumcdothan.org  
333-2995
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