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Update: The Church Is Not Closed 
The Church is not closed! While our church facilities are closed for large group gatherings, the Church of Jesus Christ 
is open, alive, and flourishing in and through you. Each of us is a member of the body of Christ, and the ministry you 
offer daily in the name of our Lord is inspiring. I am thrilled with the connections we have been able to make and the 
innovative outreach and disciple making we are now achieving.  Our family of faith has especially excelled in 
employing new technologies to spread the gospel. I am so grateful for your faithful serving, diligent praying, 
generous financial giving, creative worshiping, and genuine witnessing during this time. Though the church facilities 
are closed, our church is being greatly used by God! 

Decisions about gathering in our buildings are not easy ones. They become much clearer when we maintain an 
ultimate concern for the safety and health of our community. In making such decisions, I have sought input from 
several sources: a team of local physicians, a group of our elected church leaders, staff colleagues, our Bishop, the 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and State and Federal leaders. Not everyone will agree with the 
decisions outlined below. I understand that and am okay with others having different opinions. As always, I am glad 
to speak with you about your concerns on this subject. My phone number appears at the end of this article.   

So, where are we in terms of safely gathering in our buildings? 

Because of several health and safety issues, including the quarantine of two of our staff members last week, our 
church offices remain closed. Church staff members are diligently working from home and going to the church 
periodically when needed. The staff is in a season of focus on organizing and training us all to be ready again for 
large in-person gatherings at our facilities when that is deemed wise. They are available by phone or email.   

Presently, only groups of 12 people or less are permitted to gather in our facilities. Group members will need to 
clean surfaces they have touched and been in proximity to (including door knobs), maintain at least 6 feet of 
distance from each other, and wear masks. The group will also need to maintain a record of those present to send to 
the staff liaison in case one of the members of the group is diagnosed with COVID-19 in later days. This applies to all 
group gatherings, including funerals and weddings. 

When small groups meet at our church facilities and when the day comes when larger groups can meet at our 
facilities, some individuals (for various reasons) may not feel comfortable being present. If you feel that way, please 
abide by your own decisions. We will continue live streaming worship, and I hope in the future all our studies, 
classes, and group meetings will continue using technology to help those who might not yet be ready or able to 
attend an in-person group gathering. Carey Nieuwhof recently remarked: “No one should be able to out-relationship 
the local church.  That now includes online.” 

In a zoom call with the clergy of our Annual Conference on May 11th, Bishop David Graves recommended we not 
resume in-person worship in our church facilities until we have met the CDC guideline of a “downward trajectory (or 
near-zero incidence) of documented cases over a 14-day period.” The Bishop then instructed us that, ultimately, 
decisions regarding worship reside with the pastor of each church. I believe our best course of action is to follow the 
guidelines of the CDC, Bishop Graves, our common sense, and the constraints of love.  Before opening our facilities 
to large groups, we will be praying for and looking for a 14-day downward trajectory (or near-zero incidence) of 
documented cases of COVID-19 in our state and in Houston County. Some pastors will make decisions to resume in-
person worship in their church much earlier than we do, and other pastors will make decisions to resume in-person 
worship much later than we do.  I am focused on withholding judgment from any who make decisions that differ 
from what I feel led to do.  I encourage you to do the same.  Let’s move forward now in loving God and loving 
others! 

The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, 

the church is not a resting place; the church is a people. 

I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! 

All who follow Jesus all around the world!  Yes, we’re the church together! 

Thank God our church is open and thank you for being the church! 

Jim 

(333-2995) 



Parents,  
Be sure to go to the children’s 
section of the FUMC website. A 
video with Pockets the Kangaroo 
has been posted.  Pockets misses 
seeing the children at church. 

Children,  
Try to complete one extra chore 
around your house to help your 
parents out.  
Exodus 20:12 
~ Lee Anne Holland 

Follow us on Instagram  
@fumc_childrens_ministry 

Follow us on Facebook 
@FUMC Dothan Children’s Ministry 

Change is a GOOD THING!  Wow, 
have things changed!  Change 
allows us to see things with new 
eyes. Change has us do things for 
the first time. Change shows us we 
don’t have all the answers. Change 
makes us more flexible. Change 
reminds us of what we have. 

“See, I am doing a new thing! Now 
it springs up; do you not perceive 
it? I am making a way in the 
wilderness and streams in the 
wasteland.”         Isaiah 43:19 

Check out the church website and 
Tween page for Sunday School 
videos and activities. 
~ Sonia 

Follow Tweens on Instagram 
@Tweensfumcdothan 

Follow Tweens on Facebook 
@FUMC Dothan Tween Ministry 

We are having Sunday School 
classes through Zoom at 10 am, 
taught by Suzanne and B Woods. 
We will also be having Youth Zoom 
sessions each Sunday and 
Wednesday evening from 6-7.  

The links for the Zoom meetings 
will come from a Remind text 
message.  

If you have not signed up for our 
Remind messages, please text 
@fumc19-20 to 810-10. 

Please join me in congratulating all 
of our graduating seniors! 

 ~ Brad 

The Bread of Life ministry will be 
preparing more bags of ready-to-
eat food to hand out to children at 
Girard Primary school when they 
come to pick up their end-of-school 
assignment packets at the end of 
the month. If you are interested in 
helping with this wonderful 
ministry, please let me know! We 
would love to have your help! 
~ Hannah 

Hey Chancel Choir, 
I will be hosting a series of Zoom 
meetings about a project coming up 
for us to participate in. Please be 
checking your emails for details 
about the zoom meetings. If you 
have any questions about how to 
get on to zoom don’t hesitate to 
call. See you soon. 
Blessings, 
Mike 

JUST BREATHE… 
At support group this week we 
learned that cortisol (stress 
hormone) levels are much higher in 
caregivers of loved ones with 
dementia.  We also learned that 
breathing can really help relieve 
some of that stress hormone build 
up! 

Sit up straight, take  a slow and 
deep breath in and sigh it out! This 
is known as a cleansing breath! 
Take three cleansing breaths/ 6 
times a day and cortisol levels can 
drop 50% in six months. When 
feeling stressed, try it! Exhale quiet 
or loud! Experiment and do 
whatever feels better to you!  

If you are a caregiver or know of a 
caregiver in our community in need 
of support contact 
katie@fumcdothan.org for ZOOM 
meeting code and 
password.  Respite Care Support 
Group ZOOMS every Thursday at 
10:30. 

“For the Spirit of God has made me, 
and the breath of the Almighty 
gives me life.” – Job 33:4 

Respite Care Weekly Activity Email 
is great fun for everyone! Email 
margaret@fumcdothan.org to be 
added to list. 
~ Katie 

Our Sympathy to: 
~ Norman and Kelly Spivey and 
family due to the death of their son, 
Stephen Spivey, who died May 4. 

~ Joyce Dees and family due to the 
death of her husband, Dr. James 
(Jim) Dees, who died May 10. 

This week we are especially praying 
for the ways our church family is 
reaching out through the Harbor, 
who is going into the streets to take 
food to the hungry.  
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