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Ministry in a Changing Environment
Late last week, I read a tweet from a school superintendent who had just
announced the closing of all schools in his city for the next three weeks. The
tweet read: “In the end, it will be impossible to know if we overreacted or
did too much. But it will be quite apparent if we under reacted or did
too little.” I feel the profundity of those words as I have been praying for
our world and trying to help our church family heed the directions of the
Center for Disease Control, the Guidelines of the Alabama Department of
Public Health, the Guidelines being communicated from The White House,
and the guidance of our Bishop.

7. Our church staff will still report to work during their regularly-scheduled
hours. Please note that some will be working from home and others may be
coming into their offices on a staggered basis. If you need to speak with a
staff member, please call to set up an appointment.

1. Effective immediately, our church facilities are closed to all groups of ten
or more people through the end of March. This includes The Harbor, all
church groups, and all groups renting or using rooms in our facilities.

c/o Carla Barnett, 1380 W. Main Street, Dothan AL, 36301.

8. Our clergy will be making hospital visits when called upon. However, we
will be utilizing the phone to a greater degree in our pastoral care in the
weeks ahead. Please use good judgement and call upon our clergy for a
hospital visit when you feel one is needed. We do not want to infect anyone
in the hospital with the Coronavirus and we do not want anyone in the
Over the last week, I have met with and conversed with Bishop Graves, our
hospital infecting us. Four of our five clergy are in the “high risk” category
clergy and staff, and many of our church leaders to formalize some ways for when it comes to the Coronavirus. Please call Angela Larabee at 793-3555
our church family to proceed into the future as our nation and world confront when you have a pastoral visitation need.
the Coronavirus pandemic. Before I go on, I must let you know that we are
9. Observing the six foot rule when you are at our church in the weeks ahead
blessed with an exceptional church staff. They are so flexible, faithful, and
will be a great way to love your neighbor and prevent the spread of the
competent at providing adaptive leadership. As a team, we are trying to do
Coronavirus. Social distancing is that simple. It’s not that difficult.
our best to err on the side of abundant caution and reduce the peril for those
in our community and church who are at risk and vulnerable to the
10. This Sunday is UMCOR Sunday, one of the great Sundays in The United
Coronavirus. In short, we are seeking to love our neighbors well! Please
Methodist Church. If you would like to contribute to our annual United
read the following policies and plans that were put into effect on March 17,
Methodist Committee on Relief offering, please make your check out to the
and feel free to share them with others.
church, earmark it “UMCOR Offering,” and mail it to the church

2. Leanne Todd, Allie Freeman, and Paula Harrison have formed a new
ministry to help our church members who need help with picking up
groceries, household items, and prescriptions. If you are willing to help with
this ministry or are in need of some assistance, please contact Paula Harrison
at the church office (793-3555 or paula@fumcdothan.org.).
3. On March 22nd and 29th, we will live-stream an 8:55 worship service that
will incorporate elements from The Bridge and our Sanctuary services.
More information will be sent out later this week detailing how you can
connect with this online worship service. We are working on ways to
provide help for those who might have trouble connecting. That information
will also be forthcoming.
4. On March 22nd and 29th, we plan on offering two, online, adult Sunday
School Lessons taught by members of our church. More information will be
sent out later this week detailing how you can connect with these two online
lessons. We are also working on ways to provide help for those who might
have trouble connecting for these lessons. That information will also be
forthcoming.
5. On weekday mornings for the next two weeks, “A Good Word” video will
be emailed from the church containing some inspiring and healing thoughts
from our clergy.
6. Our Weekday Children’s Ministry and our Respite Care Ministry are
closed and will resume operations when the Dothan City School System
reopens in Dothan.

11. As you can see, the ministry of our church is continuing in new, adaptive
ways. Presently, approximately one-third of FUMC’s revenues are given
through our Sunday morning offering plates. If you, like me, are one of
those who prefer to offer your tithes and offerings while participating in a
worship service, please consider adapting for the next few weeks. Avenues
for financial giving appear on our church webpage and are available through
the U.S. Postal Service. If you need any help with this, please contact our
Director of Finance, Carla Burnett, at 944-3222.
We will be re-evaluating and planning how we continue to offer our future
ministries early next week. As you might imagine, this is a daily process in
the fast changing world of the Coronavirus.
Andrew Hurst, one of our college students, posted the following on his
Instagram account recently:
“Viruses are contagious; so is panic, fear, hysteria, calm, love,
enthusiasm, kindness, and joy. Choose wisely.”
People are frightened and Christians who choose wisely can point the way to
the One, who, in John 14:27, told his troubled followers: “Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” Choose wisely!
Love abundantly!
Inhale Faith; Exhale Fear.
Jim Sanders

Sunday Morning Worship | First Light Chapel Communion 8:15 | Sanctuary 8:55 and 11:00 l The Bridge 8:55

CHILDREN

MUSIC
Music Ministry,
God has encouraged us that if we
believe in Him he will give us
strength, no matter what we're
dealing with. Here are a few verses
that speak to the strength and
encouragement we can find in Him.

TWEENS
Tweens & Parents consider the
following:
“Enjoy every single moment;
the good, the bad, the
beautiful, the ugly, the
inspiring, the not-so-glamorous
moments. And THANK GOD
through it all!
– Meghan Matt
I miss being with you. Hope to see
you all in church when our time of
separation has passed!
~ Sonia

YOUTH
A little bit of humor for our youth,
as Brad would have liked.
Did you know the first French fries
weren't actually cooked in France?
They were cooked in Greece.

ADULTS
You’ve cleared our schedules.
You’ve flipped our focus.
You clearly have much to say, Lord!
Now, will you still our racing
thoughts? Calm our spirits?
It is noisy, Lord!
Help us not to miss your voice!
My prayer is that during all of the
chaos and uncertainty, we can tune
our ears to listen to the voice of the
One who is in control.
~ Hannah

Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own
understanding. In all your ways
acknowledge Him, and He will make
your paths straight.
Matthew 6:34
Therefore, do not be anxious about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Sufficient, for the
day is its own trouble.
Deuteronomy 31:8
It is the Lord who goes before you.
He will be with you; he will not
leave you or forsake you. Do not
fear or be dismayed.
These are some of my favorite
verses when I know there are trying
times. I pray that you are well and
that we may be together soon.
Blessings,
Mike

RESPITE CARE MINISTRY
Our time together at Respite Care
Ministry has been suspended for the
moment; however, support and
love are in full operation! Every
Monday our caregivers will receive
devotion ideas, virtual sing-a-longs,
trivia, and activity ideas for the
week! Caregiver kits have been
assembled and many have gone
home with our caregivers. The kits
include puzzles, balloons for home
balloon volleyball, coloring sheets,
colored pencils and more. Please
email margaret@fumcdothan.org if
you would like to help us creatively
keep our families living with
memory loss connected with us
during this time.
~ Katie

JOYS AND CONCERNS
Our Sympathy to:
~ Denise and Earl Kelley and family
due to the death of Earl’s mother,
Bertie Lou Kelley, who died March
8.
In the Hospital:
~ Eddie Wilkins (Flowers)
Out of the Hospital:
~ Brad Price (Flowers)
Congratulations to:
~ Clay and Kimberly Wilson who are
announcing the birth of a son,
Matthew George Wilson, born
February 18. Grandmother is Libby
Krietemeyer.
Happy Birthday to:
~ Dottie Jones who celebrated her
92nd birthday on March 15.
This week we are especially praying
for the ways our church family is
reaching out through the
Settlement, A United Methodist
Children’s Home for boys in the
Dothan area.

DONATIONS NEEDED:
IN CHRIST’S NAME MINISTRY
We need your help to continue
blessing our community through
food and financial assistance. Over
the years, this ministry has helped
so many people dealing with
hardships in life. The resources and
funding we have is running low, so
would you prayerfully consider
giving financially to the ministry of
In Christ’s Name? During this time
of social distancing, we ask that you
consider giving online through our
website.

MEMORIALS
Sondra Correll
Barbara & Bob Stockman

First United Methodist Church Office Hours | Monday through Thursday 7:30 to 5:30 | Friday 7:30 to 11:30

Telephone Numbers | Main Office 793.3555 | Daycare and Preschool 793.2179 | Christian Life Center 712.9223

Instead of supper this week, we’ll have

FOOD for THOUGHT.
The Bread of Life Ministry is focused on getting meals to
students who are in need while away from school. The
ministry put together 360+ bags to deliver to Girard
Primary School for students that have been identified as
Food at Risk. How can you help hungry families during this
time?

Weekend Emergency Pastor on Call Telephone 334.796.9937 | Friday @ 11:30 a.m. until Monday @ 7:30 a.m.
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UMCOR
OFFERING
THIS SUNDAY, March 22
(United Methodist Committee on Relief)
UMCOR Sunday raises funds for the administrative
expenses of the United Methodist Committee on Relief. Because
of this offering, every dollar given to UMCOR at times of crisis is
a dollar spent on those who are in the midst of great hurt! When
you give to UMCOR, your offering allows UMCOR to act as the
arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the most
vulnerable in their darkest days. Convinced that all people have
God-given worth and dignity—without regard to race, religion, or
gender—together we are assisting those impacted by crisis or
chronic need.

Please consider giving by check.
Earmark it “UMCOR Offering,” and mail it to the church
c/o Carla Barnett, 1380 W. Main Street, Dothan AL, 36301.
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